
Table Number 1
	Likes
· Accessing problems where we are.
· Emphasis on work with children and young people
· Asking the question, “what is the church for?” The promise of serious theology

















	Concerns

· How do we access decline- goes beyond  attendance?
· Not much reference to wider social trends. 1990 report did a lot of work on this context.
· How do you measure rurality? 

	Surprises

· 










	Questions

· There are other voices addressing these questions from a heritage point of view.
· Where do we want to be as a church- this will determine how we get there.
· Who are we trying to reach? There are different groups.
· How is this plan integrated with other things across the Diocese (e.g One Shared Hope).


Table Number 2
	Likes 

· Something is going to be done.
· Honesty.
· Second consultation to reflect 
· Asking question whether rural decline is as rapid as urban.
· Sense of enthusiasm 















	Concerns
· Lack of enthusiasm in churches?
· Many left in churches less likely to want change.
· People feel threatened by newcomer with new ideas. 
· To much emphasis in youth work in areas with the youth.
· Scared of brining new people who will change the dynamics.
· Lack of effective care- multi parishes- churches left to fend for selves. Reduced clergy. 
· Lack of training for rural ministry.

	Surprises

· Number of people here. Good!












	Questions

· What are we doing for the 25-60 age group?
· Are we being honest about the potential process for closing churches?



Table Number 3
	Likes

· Fact that finally! Decided to grasp the bull by the horns.
· Idea of consultation and the opportunity to listen to the “real” people – i.e not just those who are willing to be on committees/ attend meetings, engaging with communities. 
















	Concerns

· Actually getting communities involved and engaged.
· Communities without schools or ‘obvious centre’.
· Lack of realism regarding the pain and hurt that will be involved.
· Raising expectation that cannot be met, especially with the wider communities.
· That people may listen but not hear what is being said.
· Too few people and too many buildings.
· Will people come to engage because they’re already worn out by meetings.
· That then will be too much transference of models/ examples from the England when Wales is so very different.

	Surprises

· Management tools that are going to be used. 












	Questions

· Will we be honest about the pain involved?
· How wide will be the research of successful models be?
· Are we really serious about prioritising bilingualism and giving the Welsh language its voice? 
· Do I have to wait until the strategy is produced before I can start doing things in my rural area?
· What do we mean when we refer to church re rural strategy.



Table Number 4 
	Likes

· Young people to be involved at every stage.















	Concerns

· Young people to be involved at every stage but non present today! Where are they? 
· We used to hold on to traditional worships too
· We are advising generations.

	Surprises

· Often parents are learning from the children.
· Jesus went out, so must we.












	Questions

· What it is we’re doing that isn’t attracting youngsters?
· What therefore can we do to involve them?
· Is Sunday the right day?
· How can we meet children and young people, where are they?







Table Number 5
	Likes

· Successful messy church and other initiatives e.g café churches etc.
· Consultation- good wider community generally supportive of church activities and special services.















	Concerns
· People spread over wider area.
· Less people
· People in church aging- able to do less.
· Number low- no one to succeed.
· Regular attendance low.
· Church bad at listening.
· Visit on a Sunday!

	Surprises

· During summer- people visit church: regular get to know them.
· This initiative is underway!









	Questions

· How do we increase commitment? (make true disciples)
· How do we spread the faith in remote areas (harder to get people to travel).




Table Number 6
	Likes

· Important of prayer 
· Including congregation in consultation and community.
· Addressing people who are looking for God
















	Concerns
· Prayer is foundation- diagram did not make that specific.
· Will consultation address the need to listen to the people who are apathetic and opposed towards church.
· Do not loose our role as ‘parish church’ – place of worship which is for everyone without membership/ serves the whole community

	Surprises

· didn’t talk about closing churches 












	Questions

· how do we help people get a fresh understanding of church?
· What do we mean by growth? – growth in faith, stats only mention Sunday worship.
· Any representative headteacher is from a secondary school? 





Table Number 7
	Likes

· Working with partner organisations and other denominations.
· Worshiping in community buildings not in the church.
· Quite as exciting as Hope Street, Wrexham- just more diffuse.















	Concerns
· Traveling distance.
· Diocesan and other boundaries protocol.
· Keeping the momentum going.
· Language- not just talked about.

	Surprises

· Diocese is tackling the issue before it is too late.












	Questions

· Will arise
· How ill information get t and from working groups? Will become clear- box was ticked on sign in sheet.
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