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	PROTOCOLS FOR READER MINISTRY WITH RESPECT TO FUNERALS




1. The bench wish to affirm and promote the ministry of Readers, within the wider category of Licensed Lay Ministers.  However, certain confusions seem to have developed about the conduct of funeral services, and the bench has decided to lay out clearly the protocols and parameters of such ministry.

2. Unlike widespread practice in the Church of England, Readers in the Church in Wales are not automatically authorised to conduct funeral services.  Readers may conduct funerals where the appropriate faculty has been appended to their licence or Permission to Officiate (PTO).  Such a faculty will be issued upon request and the satisfactory completion of appropriate training which will be certified by the diocesan officer responsible for lay licensed ministry.

3. The faculty indicates that permission is given for a Reader to conduct funerals “subject to the invitation of the relevant priest or Mission/Ministry Area Leader.”  The granting of the faculty is not blanket permission to exercise and develop an independent funeral ministry, and indeed, might be withdrawn if not exercised in accordance with the terms of the faculty.

4. In some dioceses, public ministry by a Reader is governed by the Working Agreement signed by each Mission/Ministry Area Leader and the individual Licensed Lay Minister.  The Working Agreement should indicate how funeral ministry shall be exercised following the grant of a faculty.  All reasonable expenses of ministry should be eligible for reimbursement, and the protocols for this recorded in the Working Agreement.

5. Readers offer a voluntary and unpaid ministry, and should not normally receive a fee for their services.  Instead, fees accrued for ministry will normally be expected to be paid into the diocese for the benefit of the Licensed Lay Ministers Association or other diocesan body.  However, given that a funeral may involve pastoral work before and after the service, as well as substantial effort in the conduct of a funeral service, discretion is given to Mission/Ministry Area Leaders, or inviting priest, to assign the fee payable for a funeral to the Reader conducting the funeral.

6. Since a Reader is authorised to exercise public ministry as a minister of the Church in Wales, a Reader will be expected to meet all the normal requirements for public ministry in the Church in Wales.  This includes matters like DBS checks and Safeguarding Training, but also an obligation to use only those forms of service duly authorised in the Church in Wales.  There is flexibility in the use of these services to vary the wording in minor ways and to add supplementary material (as in all services), but a Reader is not authorised to conduct wholly independently composed liturgies, or to act as a secular celebrant.  Indeed, acting as a humanist or secular celebrant at funerals may well be in conflict with authorisation for ministry as a Reader, as it would be with all Christian ministers, and may lead to the Reader’s licence being revoked.
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