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Creating new Dementia Friends

Praying for Gamekeepers 

A new Church and Community Dementia Worker has 
been appointed by the Diocese. Ann Williams took over 
from Revd Dr Bob Friedrich in August and has a mission 
to create one thousand new Dementia Friends, as she 
explains. 

There are over 200 churches in the Diocese of St Asaph 
all involved in the life of their own community. There will 
be people in most congregations living with dementia or 
caring for someone with it. Some people will be known to 
the church already and others unknown. I would like to 
reach every church and encourage people to become 
Dementia Friends. I know we already have some in our 
ranks!

Dementia Friends is an initiative by Alzheimer’s UK. It is a 
short online session or video which gives five key messages 
about dementia. It is informative and informal and 

encourages friends to put learning into action. 

If just two or three people from each of our churches 
become Dementia Friends and they encourage one or 
two more people to do the same, we will soon have a 
1,000 new Dementia Friends ready to become proactive 
in their church and community. Perhaps begin by putting 
it on the agenda of your next Church Council meeting 
or talk about it during services or put it in your newsletters; 
anything to get the message out.

Please let me know numbers. I’ll count them up and let 
you know when we reach our 1,000 target.  Thank you to 
everyone who accepts the challenge.

To contact Ann and to find out more about becoming a 
Dementia Friend, visit https://dioceseofstasaph.org.uk/
faith-in-action/dementia-friendly-diocese

Game shooting is contentious and potentially divisive. It 
draws out strong emotions and opinions, sometimes leading 
to abuse and violence against those involved, writes the 
Diocesan Rural Affairs Officer, Revd Hermione Morris.  Here 
she reminds us to pray for gamekeepers and their families 
and all who work in this often-forgotten industry.

Behind the ‘headlines’ are people who may be ‘hidden’ 
from our (and wider society’s) sight, but who are like you 
and me: people loved by God; people whom Jesus 
commanded us to love - as He loves us.

Game shooting contributes to some of the rural economies 
and employment within communities in the diocese. Like 
all of us, those employed in this sector have journeyed 
through and with Coronavirus.  And like some, they have 
experienced loss of work, and income, facing the insecurity 
and uncertainty this brings for them and their families.  For 
some there is a ‘return to normal’ this season; for others 
there is not.  As in other sectors, fragility remains. 

Please pray for -

•  safety in their work

•  security of accommodation (most 	
    gamekeepers live in tied housing)

•  their mental (and physical) 	  	
    wellbeing

•  resilience in the face of potential abuse or violence from 	
    protesters and those opposed to game shooting as sport

•  give thanks for the contribution they make to land 	  	
    management and rural economies 

•  give thanks and pray for those who work for the 		    	
    National Gamekeepers Organisation, the Gamekeeper 	  	
    Welfare Trust, and other organisations who offer support, 		
    information, and education. 

For rural matters, visit https://dioceseofstasaph.org.uk/rural

‘Big Al’ is keeper for the 
Glanbrogan shoot, Llanfechain.


