We sit or kneel and humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.


Father eternal,


giver of light and grace,


we have sinned against you


and against our neighbour,

in what we have thought,


in what we have said and done,


through ignorance,


through weakness,


through our own deliberate fault.


We have wounded your love,


and marred your image in us.


We are sorry and ashamed,


and repent of all our sins.


For the sake of Jesus Christ,


who died for us,


forgive us all that is past;


and lead us out of darkness


to walk as children of light.  Amen.

God our Father, you create us from the dust of the earth:  grant that these ashes may be for us a sign of our penitence and a symbol of our mortality;  for it is by your grace that we receive eternal life in Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen.
As a sign of the spirit of penitence with which we shall keep this season of preparation for Easter, I invite you to receive on your head in ash the sign of the cross, the symbol of our salvation.


The minister first receives the ash on his/her own forehead and then imposes it on the foreheads of as many as wish to come forward to the communion rail to receive it, using the following words:

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.  Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ.



When all have returned to their



places, please sit or kneel to



pray.
God our Father, the strength of all who put their trust in you, mercifully accept our prayers;  and because, in our weakness, we can do nothing good without you, grant us the help of your grace, that in keeping your command-ments we may please you, both in will and deed;  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
We stand for the peace.

Being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.


and also with you.



This service continues from page
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A Service for the Beginning of Lent – Ash Wednesday

Isaiah, 2 Corinthians & St Matthew


Please stand at the entry of the



minister.
The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit:  a broken and contrite heart he will not despise.  (from Psalm 51)
Grace, mercy, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all:


and also with you.
Brothers and sisters in Christ:  since early days Christians have observed with great devotion the time of our Lord's passion and resurrection.  It became the custom of the Church to prepare for this by a season of penitence and fasting.


At first, this season of Lent was observed by those who were preparing for Baptism at Easter, and by those who were to be restored to the Church's fellowship from which they had been separated through sin.  In course of time, the Church came to recognise that, by a careful keeping of these days, all Christians might take to heart the call to repentance and the assurance of forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel, and so grow in faith and in devotion to our Lord.


I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and repentance;  by prayer, fasting, and self-denial;  and by reading and meditating on God's holy word.

Let us sit or kneel and pray for grace to keep Lent faithfully:

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you have made and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent:  create and make in us new and contrite hearts that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may receive from you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness;  through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.
Please be seated for a reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah  (58.1-12)

“Shout it aloud, do not hold back.  Raise your voice like a trumpet.  Declare to my people their rebellion and to the house of Jacob their sins.  For day after day they seek me out;  they seem eager to know my ways, as if they were a nation that does what is right and has not forsaken the commands of its God.  They ask me for just decisions and seem eager for God to come near them.  ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, ‘and you have not seen it?  Why have we humbled ourselves, and you have not noticed?’


“Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you please and exploit all your workers.  Your fasting ends in quarrelling and strife, and in striking each other with wicked fists.  You cannot fast as you do today and expect your voice to be heard on high.  Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a day for a man to humble himself?  Is it only for bowing one's head like a reed 
and for lying on sackcloth and ashes?  Is that what you call a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord?


“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:  to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke?  Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter — when you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?


“Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear;  then your righteous-ness will go before you, and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say:  Here am I.


“If you do away with the yoke of oppression, with the pointing finger and malicious talk, and if you spend yourselves on behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday.  The Lord will guide you always;  he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen your frame.  You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail.  Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise up the age-old foundations;  you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, Restorer of Streets with Dwellings.”

This is the word of the Lord.



Thanks be to God.

A reading from St Paul's second letter to the Corinthians    (5:20b-6:10)

We implore you on Christ's behalf:  Be reconciled to God.  God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.


As God's fellow-workers we urge you not to receive God's grace in vain.  For he says, “In the time of my favour I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you.”  I tell you, now is the time of God's favour, now is the day of salvation.


We put no stumbling-block in anyone's path, so that our ministry will not be discredited.  Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way:  in great endurance;  in troubles, hardships and distresses;  in beatings, imprisonments and riots;  in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger;  in purity, understanding, patience and kindness;  in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love;  in truthful speech and in the power of God;  with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left;  through glory and dishonour, bad report and good report;  genuine, yet regarded as impostors;  known, yet regarded as unknown;  dying, and yet we live on;  beaten, and yet not killed;  sorrowful, yet always rejoicing;  poor, yet making many rich;  having nothing, and yet possessing everything.

This is the word of the Lord.



Thanks be to God.

We stand to say Psalm 51 verses 10 to 13 by alternate verses.

10
   Turn your face from my sins,


   and blot out all my misdeeds.


11
   Make me a clean heart, O


   God, and renew a right spirit



   within me.

12
   Cast me not away from your


   presence, and take not your holy


   spirit from me.


13
   Give me again the joy of your



   salvation, and sustain me with



   your gracious spirit.

Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to St Matthew    (6.1-6,16-21)


Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said:  “Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’ before men, to be seen by them.  If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.


“So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honoured by men.  I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.  But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret.  Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.


“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men.  I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.  But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen.  Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.


“When you fast, do not look sombre as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show men they are fasting.  I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.  But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that it will not be obvious to men that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen;  and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.


“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.


Praise to you, O Christ.
